[bookmark: _GoBack]I have always had respect for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. but it wasn’t until college; that I realized the long reaching arch of his influence and his Dream. In my first of many black history courses in college, I realized the power and meaning of the “I have a dream” speech. 
What first drew me in was reading the letters Dr. King wrote from Selma and Birmingham jails. At the time I was aware that Dr. King had been to jail. But I’m not sure I understood gravity of why he was sitting in a cell. He sat in jail for my right to vote. A line from the letter he wrote in Selma stuck with me “This is Selma, Alabama. There are more Negros in jail then voting rolls.”  I began to research the Civil Rights Movement and learning things that weren’t covered in school, and to say that my eyes were opened is an understatement. I realized how big the Civil Rights Movement really ways and how my way of life wouldn’t be possible had it not been for Dr. King and all of the other brave people who risked their lives for a dream.  
The first election I was able to vote in I was away at college, at NIU in Dekalb, IL. To say the process was rigorous to register to vote would be an understatement. To this day I’m not sure why the process involved so much paper work and the staff were quite unhelpful but it would not detour me from my goal.  I received my voter’s card and I haven’t missed an election since.  People were jailed, attacked by dogs, and even killed so I can stand in a tiny booth and cast my ballot and allow my voice to be heard. Weather the person I voted for won or not, I voted.  I completed something someone who looks like me wasn’t allowed to do. As a woman, I voted, as an African American I voted. I will never take that right for granted nor will I ever allow it to be taken away from me. 
Dr. King’s dream has been realized in a lot of ways, our everyday lives are very different from those who came before us. The Civil Rights movement changed not only the lives of African Americans but the world. He mobilized a country to fight for rights of all people and that fight continues today.  There is still ground to be made with women making an equal wage, educating all children no matter the income level they come from and an overall tolerance of those different from us.  We still have struggles, we still have work to do but Dr. King created a template for us to follow to make the strides we need to fully realize not just his dream but our dreams. 
